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Small Things in a Great Way

I intend to promote justice by directly involving myself in the system that can and has suppressed justice in the past. The legal 

system in America needs a lot of reform. From the moment someone gets arrested to the second they are let out, be that a week, a 

month, or 20 years, they are subject to many flaws in a system that will take away large chunks of their life. The system beyond the 

courts is a mess that changes from place to place but law is concrete, at least it should be. I want to be a defense attorney to help 

those less fortunate in a system that is unfair for a large group of people.

Reform is already happening; for example, in many states cash bail is being removed, a system that unfairly allowed rich people 

to be favored in a system that already favors rich people. Cash bail traps people behind a paywall and can also get someone fired 

from their job before they are even convicted of a crime. An innocent person can be fired because they were falsely accused and 

the government, when they were still considered innocent, removed their source of income. Not to mention the fact that many 

people who are homeless get arrested; in fact, “More than 25% of people experiencing homelessness report being arrested for 

activities that are a direct result of their homelessness…” Homeless people are trying to get back to their lives but that's impossible 

when a fourth of them are being arrested and losing the jobs they try so hard to keep. Most homeless people get trapped in an 

environment that is hostile towards the police and one wrong move will set them back years or even decades from reentering 

society. Homeless people aren't the only ones affected by this, the system should prioritize the reentry of reformed criminals into 

society rather than distance them from it completely and send them into the world with no aid and inability to resist falling back 

into the system they just escaped.

The defense of criminals is largely frowned upon by the larger population. People utilize many arguments like “How do you feel 

keeping a criminal on the streets?” Of course, everyone deserves a fair trial and if in a fair trial I manage to keep a criminal off the 

streets that is not a problem with me, that is just another problem with the system that we operate within. The defense of criminals 

is necessary for a fair and developed society especially for the less fortunate of those. With the privatization of many aspects of the 

justice system like prisons and criminal defense lawyers, richer people are given benefits. It makes sense in a capitalist society that 

these groups will want to make money so the less fortunate citizens are overlooked and that is not justice; conversely, that is blatant 

discrimination and bias to the less fortunate society. A right provided to all citizens is the right to “Have the assistance of counsel for 

his defense.” However, the council that is provided is a public defender that lacks the resources belonging to that of an expensive 

lawyer.

I intend to participate as a public defender and push to create a more fair and equal justice system that doesn't trap people in the 

system. My main goal is to keep track of those in the system and help them when they get out. I can provide housing and food and 

help them avoid the trap that is the legal system. Many systems like this exist. Edwins is a great example, a restaurant chain that 

employs the formerly incarcerated and gives them culinary training to help them reintegrate into society. I will offer a program that 

gives those incarcerated a way to get back to their lives. I will push for change and reform and even help those who feel wronged by 

the system. I want to change the punishment for drug crimes and get people the therapy they need rather than the harmful system 

that supposedly tries to reform but rather traps and profits off the people they hold.




